
154

Ronnie Hayes is native to Alabama. He and his wife, the former
Cynthia Reeves have three children and three grandchildren.
Hayes attended the Memphis School of Preaching in Tennessee,
and received a B.A. from Southern Christian University and an
M.A. from Freed-Hardeman University. He has done mission work
in Latvia, Guyana, Trinidad and Tobago. Hayes is the editor of the
Vigil, a by-monthly publication of the Lord’s church at Adamsville,
Alabama where he has worked since 2002.

SATAN’S ATTACKS
ON THE HOME

Ronnie Hayes

INTRODUCTION1

The theme of this lectureship is one of which we all should be
aware. As Christians, we face a formidable foe in Satan. Satan is not
someone who should be taken lightly. Satan will attack us on many
fronts. The subject of this discussion is certainly one that needs much
attention. “Satan’s Attack on the Home” becomes stronger every year.
For that reason, we will consider our assigned topic in three major
areas: 1) God’s PLAN for the home, 2) Satan’s PERVERSIONS on the
home, and 3) How can Christians PROTECT the home from Satan?

GOD’S PLAN FOR THE HOME
Webster’s New Collegiate Dictionary defines “home” as “the social

unit formed by a family living together.”2 This social unit begins with
a husband and wife. God recognized that man being alone was not
good. “And the Lord God said, It is not good that the man should be
alone; I will make him an help meet for him” (Gen. 2:18). God has
always intended for marriage to be the beginning of the home. Marriage
is, one man, for one woman, for life. Christ said:

And he answered and said unto them, Have ye not read, that he
which made them at the beginning made them male and female,
And said, For this cause shall a man leave father and mother, and
shall cleave to his wife: and they twain shall be one flesh?
Wherefore they are no more twain, but one flesh. What therefore
God hath joined together, let not man put asunder (Mt. 19:4-6).
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The kind of home God wants us to have has several characteristics. Let
us look at these building blocks of a Christian home.

The home is a monogamous relationship. Monogamy is “the
practice of marrying only once during a lifetime.”3 This would exclude
polygamy, which is “a marriage in which a spouse of either sex may
have more than one mate at the same time.”4 Monogamy also speaks to
the “one man and one woman” aspect of marriage. Marriage was never
designed to be homosexual in nature. Mack Lyon says in his book,
With This Ring I Thee Wed, “Please notice, too, it was male and female
that God created (no third gender). And it was male and female that he
joined together in marriage (not male to male or female to female). By
ordaining marriage for the man and the woman, God gave human life
dignity he gave to no other of His creation.”5 It is through the social
unit of the family that God has given man the right of reproducing. The
writer of Hebrews stated: “Marriage is honourable in all, and the bed
undefiled: but whoremongers and adulterers God will judge” (Heb.
13:4). Children should be born into a happy and healthy home where
they can receive the love, discipline, and instruction they need for life.

The home is also a cleaving relationship. “Therefore shall a man
leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave unto his wife: and they
shall be one flesh” (Gen. 2:24). About the word “cleave,” H. Leo Boles
wrote: “The original word here implies a union which nothing can
dissolve. The tie of husband and wife is stronger than that of parent and
child, as the tie which binds husband and wife maintains its union
during life, hence, ‘shall a man leave his father and mother, and shall
cleave to his wife.’”6 This relationship is the very soul of the marriage.
Without this commitment there is no trust. Usually in the vows, each
couple promises his/her loyalty to each other. What kind of a home
would you have if you did not have this trust? Probably a “Hollywood”
version of marriage that usually does not last as long as it takes for the
ink to dry on the license.

Commitment provides stability to our homes. One of the things I
remember from my childhood was regardless of what happened in our
family, mother and daddy were going to be there. I cannot imagine
what it must be like for some children today. Will daddy be here when
we wake up? Will mother be gone when I get in from school? These
questions never entered our minds when we were children. What kind
of stability do you have in your home?
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Commitment also provides strength to our homes. Commitment
gives us the strength to perform our responsibilities in the home.
Husbands and wives are to love, honor, and respect each other.

Wives, submit yourselves unto your own husbands, as unto the
Lord. For the husband is the head of the wife, even as Christ is
the head of the church: and he is the saviour of the body.
Therefore as the church is subject unto Christ, so let the wives be
to their own husbands in every thing. Husbands, love your
wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for
it (Eph. 5:22-25).

Paul reminds parents of their responsibility, saying: “And, ye fathers,
provoke not your children to wrath: but bring them up in the nurture
and admonition of the Lord” (Eph. 6:4). Children are also told “... obey
your parents in the Lord: for this is right. Honour thy father and
mother; (which is the first commandment with promise;) That it may
be well with thee, and thou mayest live long on the earth” (Eph. 6:1-3).
Commitment will see us through the difficult as well as good times.

Commitment will provide self-abasement to our homes. This is so
important to our homes. Christ said, “And whosoever shall exalt
himself shall be abased; and he that shall humble himself shall be
exalted” (Mt. 23:12). The “me first” attitude will never build up the
home but it can and will destroy it. If you want a happy home, try to
out-give your mate! When we learn to put others first, our lives will be
more fulfilling and more meaningful. When we have the attitude “it’s
my way or the highway,” then usually everyone is miserable. It can
destroy the home and the church (cf. 3 Jn. 9-10).

The leaving relationship is another one of the building blocks of a
Christian home. How can you get married and not leave your parents.
Leaving means we should become independent of our parents. This is
what God wants. “Therefore shall a man leave his father and his
mother” (Gen. 2:24). It is time for us to leave the security of our
parents’ home and to build the same in the home we are beginning.

Leaving means we should become dependent upon each other.
“Leave” mother and father to “cleave” to each other. I heard a marriage
counselor say that when couples get married, they should cross at least
three rivers. The first two can have bridges and the last one should not
even have a bridge. What was he trying to say? That we should become
dependent upon each other and not run to our parents when life throws
us a curve! When tragedies arise, learn to turn to your mate for the
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comfort and strength you need. The more dependent we become on
each other, the better prepared we will be to face the difficulties of life,
TOGETHER!

The home is to be the place where husband and wife love each
other (Eph. 5:22-25). It is where they are to rear their children in the
nurture and admonition of the Lord (Eph. 6:1-4). It is where Christ is
the foundation of this whole structure (Mt. 6:33). The home is the
backbone of society. Who is in control at your home?

SATAN’S PERVERSION ON THE HOME
The home is under attack! Satan wants to destroy the home and

bring it to a place of non-importance. He is not beyond using any
resource to destroy the home. He uses the entertainment field to poke
fun at this wonderful institution. He uses politics to promote perverted
life styles. He uses ordinary people to persuade us that it really is not
as bad as it seems to be. 

Satan will make sure that we have many opportunities to compro-
mise our moral fiber. Randall Murphee stated in the AFA Journal, “A
study commissioned by the Shell Oil Company named the leading
factors contributing to our nation’s decline in moral values. Of those
polled, 73% said adult language and sexually explicit content on
television have contributed to the nation’s deteriorating morality.”7

There is no wonder that our family, nation, and world are in the shape
they are. We are constantly bombarded with immodesty, impurity, and
immorality. Are we getting used to this? How many times have you
heard or said: “It’s a good movie. There are only ten or twelve bad
words and only two scenes of nudity.” When did we become desensi-
tized? The truth is we have not! This is one-way Satan attacks the home
attempting to bring it to ruin. Listen to the words of Paul: “Be not
deceived: evil communications corrupt good manners” (1 Cor. 15:33).

Satan will make sure that he takes away our spiritual compass.
What is our spiritual compass? It is the Word of God. It is Truth.
“Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth” (Jn. 17:17). It has
the power to set us free. “And ye shall know the truth, and the truth
shall make you free” (Jn. 8:32). We will be judged by it. Jesus said:
“He that rejecteth me, and receiveth not my words, hath one that
judgeth him: the word that I have spoken, the same shall judge him in
the last day” (Jn. 12:48). It is God’s power of Salvation. Paul wrote: “I
am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto
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salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the
Greek” (Rom. 1:16). It can guide us through every step of our life.
Addressing the Lord, the psalmist penned: “Thy word is a lamp unto
my feet, and a light unto my path” (Ps. 119:105). Satan wants to take
this word away from you and me because he knows what this word can
do. Remember: “Those by the way side are they that hear; then cometh
the devil, and taketh away the word out of their hearts, lest they should
believe and be saved” (Lk. 8:12). What we must realize is the value of
the Word of God and never let it go. We should possess the attitude of
Peter when he said: “Lord, to whom shall we go? thou hast the words
of eternal life. And we believe and are sure that thou art that Christ, the
Son of the living God” (Jn. 6:68-69). When we see that Christ has the
words of eternal life, why would we go anywhere else? If we allow
Satan to take away our spiritual compass, then our lives will be adrift
on the endless ocean of despair. Ask yourself: “Are those who want to
throw away the Bible and live their lives the way they want to truly
happy?” No, they are not! Just look at how rampant divorce is in our
society. Man is really seeking what God is offering, but he has let Satan
steal his spiritual compass.

Satan will make sure that our lives are corrupted with bad attitudes.
Selfishness, ingratitude, irresponsibility, and lack of respect are recipes
for disasters in the home. One would think that we would be most kind,
considerate, and forgiving to the ones we love the most. However, that
is not typically true. Paul wrote:

And grieve not the holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed
unto the day of redemption. Let all bitterness, and wrath, and
anger, and clamour, and evil speaking, be put away from you,
with all malice: And be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted,
forgiving one another, even as God for Christ's sake hath
forgiven you (Eph. 4:30-32).

It is true that our loved ones will tolerate our moments of rage, better
than anyone else, but they should not have to. Is there anyone in this
world that you know who deserves kindness more than your mate? Our
children deserve parents who will speak to them in love and kindness,
not bitterness and anger. Family decisions are not just about me and my
wants, but they should be for the good of the whole. Selfishness will
destroy the harmony of the home. We do not need big “I’s” and little
“you’s” in the home or in the church. When selfishness occurs, you will
have those who are willing to destroy the home or the church to get
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what they want (3 Jn. 9-10). What kind of attitude do I have toward
those I love?

Satan will make sure that we erect barriers to communication.
Simple communication will solve many problems. The process of
communication can be as simple as talking and listening. Yet, the
process can also be made very complicated by many external and
internal elements. Sometimes, in communicating we need to be good
listeners. A good listener will take the message and process it so that it
can be used. In the home there are many distractions that can cause the
message not to be received, both internal (such as: hunger, headaches,
worry) and external (such as: baby crying, pressed for time, phone
ringing). All these barriers may be simple, but in communication they
can be destructive. Has your wife ever said, “You are not listening to
a word I say”? Oh, the words may be going in, but we are not process-
ing them. We are not giving our full attention to the discussion. This
leads to frustration and confusion. Frustration and confusion lead to
many homes being destroyed. Satan knows this and will use it against
us.

Did you ever notice that when you were dating that you could stay
on the phone for hours? I have teenagers and sometimes I think all they
do on the phone is listen to their “significant other” breathe. That may
not be a lot of communication, but at least they are listening. When did
we stop listening to our mates? We would be wise to help stabilize our
homes through good communication.

Satan will create situations for our homes so that they will not be
Christ-centered. A model home has Christ as its foundation and
consists of a loving husband and wife, and their children. Satan wants
to create situations that will undermine the authority of Christ. The
death of child can literally tear a home apart. Instead of relying on
Christ, some will blame Christ.

The sin of David and Bathsheba cost them their first-born. When
the child died, David said: “But now he is dead, wherefore should I
fast? can I bring him back again? I shall go to him, but he shall not
return to me” (2 Sam. 12:23). David realized that the child was not
coming back, but that he could go to where the child was. David did
not blame God.

Job did not blame God for all of the calamities that befell him. He
pointed out: “Naked came I out of my mother's womb, and naked shall
I return thither: the Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away; blessed
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be the name of the Lord. In all this Job sinned not, nor charged God
foolishly” (Job 1:21-22). Notice that Job sinned not, nor charged God
foolishly. It would be foolish to allow Satan to convince us that God is
not on our side. There are many passages that speak of God’s love for
us. One of the most familiar is: “For God so loved the world, that he
gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not
perish, but have everlasting life” (Jn. 3:16). It is hard for me to believe
that God is going to forget about His children. He never has! Sure,
there are trials and difficulties we will face, but remember, as God’s
children we will not face them alone (cf. Mt. 28:18-20). I am deter-
mined to not allow Satan to take away my Christ-centered home.

HOW CAN CHRISTIANS
PROTECT THE HOME FROM SATAN?

We are told: “Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil,
and he will flee from you” (Jas. 4:7). Paul told the church at Ephesus:
“Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against
the wiles of the devil” (Eph. 6:11). The truth is, every relationship is
either developing or decaying. Every marriage begins with a dream and
then disappointments, discouragement, distance, and discord are
encountered. We have to decide if we are going to overcome those
problems and their causes or, ultimately, if our home is going to be
destroyed through divorce. Are you willing to fight for your home, or
will you give in to Satan? Here are some suggestions for protecting
your home against Satan.
Make God The Center Of Your Home

God told the Israelites:
And these words, which I command thee this day, shall be in
thine heart: And thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy
children, and shalt talk of them when thou sittest in thine house,
and when thou walkest by the way, and when thou liest down,
and when thou risest up. And thou shalt bind them for a sign
upon thine hand, and they shall be as frontlets between thine
eyes. And thou shalt write them upon the posts of thy house, and
on thy gates (Deut. 6:6-9).

One of the reasons why God’s Word was to be diligently taught was
“lest thou forget the Lord” (Deut. 6:12). When God is not in our homes,
there will be no righteousness. When God is not in our homes, there
will be no purity. When God is not in our homes, Satan will be! Who
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have you invited into your home? Christ said: “Behold, I stand at the
door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, and open the door, I will
come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with me” (Rev. 3:20).
Know The Needs Of Your Spouse

This will eliminate selfishness. Christ set forth a principle that is
still true today when He said: “It is more blessed to give than to
receive” (Acts 20:35). If we would spend a lifetime of trying to out
give our mates, we would have a lifetime of happiness. Paul warned
Timothy: “For the love of money is the root of all evil: which while
some coveted after, they have erred from the faith, and pierced
themselves through with many sorrows” (1 Tim. 6:10). Seeing that the
love of money is the root of all evil, are we not just asking for trouble
if we want to spend the most of it on ourselves? We could do away
with this problem by simply recognizing the needs of our spouses and
putting them first. When we were dating, we would spend every penny
we could to impress him/her. Now is not the time to quit seeking to
impress the one we love. It should be a matter of “want to” not a matter
of “have to.” The “Golden Rule” would erase selfishness. “Therefore
all things whatsoever ye would that men should do to you, do ye even
so to them: for this is the law and the prophets” (Mt. 7:12). Certainly,
we would want to apply this to our mates.
Guard Your Heart From Temptation

Solomon knew we would have to keep our hearts away from the
lure of Satan. He counseled:

To deliver thee from the strange woman, even from the stranger
which flattereth with her words; Which forsaketh the guide of
her youth, and forgetteth the covenant of her God. For her house
inclineth unto death, and her paths unto the dead. None that go
unto her return again, neither take they hold of the paths of life
(Pro. 2:16-19).

Value Your Marriage
Many fail to recognize the value of their marriage. Concerning

wives, Solomon wrote: “Whoso findeth a wife findeth a good thing,
and obtaineth favour of the Lord” (Pro. 18:22) and, “Who can find a
virtuous woman? for her price is far above rubies. The heart of her
husband doth safely trust in her, so that he shall have no need of spoil”
(Pro. 31:10-11). What value can you place on a father who will, “Train
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up a child in the way he should go” so that “when he is old, he will not
depart from it” (Pro. 22:6). Or, as Paul said: “And, ye fathers, provoke
not your children to wrath: but bring them up in the nurture and
admonition of the Lord” (Eph. 6:4). What value can you place on a
husband that will love his wife, or a wife that will submit to her
husband (Eph. 5:22-25). Who can say enough about children that love
and obey their parents? David said: “Lo, children are an heritage of the
Lord: and the fruit of the womb is his reward” (Ps. 127:3). Truly, “A
wise son maketh a glad father: but a foolish son is the heaviness of his
mother” (Pro. 10:1). Make no mistake about it: “Even a child is known
by his doings, whether his work be pure, and whether it be right” (Pro.
20:11). Sometimes we lose sight of what is important. We put value on
cars, houses, money, and even the opinions of others, but we fail to see
their true value. Having a lot of money does not make one rich, but
having a God-approved home, as described in the Bible, does!
Remember, Love Is The Glue Which Binds The Home

Love serves instead of seeking its own (cf. 1 Cor. 13:5). Love
endures hardships instead of eroding at the first sign of trouble (cf. Mt.
28:20). Love guards the true value of the home instead of giving it
away to superficial facades (cf. 1 Cor. 13:4). Love celebrates the good
and bad instead of castigating every time something goes wrong (cf.
1 Cor. 13:6). Love renews the hopes, dreams, and desires of every
individual that makes up the home, instead of ruining the chances for
happiness (cf. 1 Cor. 13:8). Paul gives us the most beautiful example
of how our love should be in our homes, exhorting: “Husbands, love
your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for
it” (Eph. 5:25). Unfortunately, many are not willing to go out of their
way for their marriage, much less, to give their lives for their mates. If
we could possess this type of love, then our marriages and homes
would be succeeding instead of failing.
Establish Priorities To Remind Us Of What Is Important

Christ said: “But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his
righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you” (Mt. 6:33).
He also said: “If any man come to me, and hate not his father, and
mother, and wife, and children, and brethren, and sisters, yea, and his
own life also, he cannot be my disciple” (Lk. 14:26). Christ is not
saying we have to despise our parents, but that we are to have every-
thing and everyone in the right order. Our priorities have to be straight.
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God must always be first and foremost in our life. God will not take a
second place. Growing up in a Christian home, it was never questioned:
“Are we going to church?” It was understood that we were. Everything
that was done at our local congregation had top priority. Any other
event’s importance fell somewhere below what was going on at the
church. Priority-wise, where does the work of the church stand in your
family? Answering that question might explain why so many of our
young people are leaving the church!
Meet Each Other Halfway When Disagreements Arise

Dale Hubbert preaches a sermon called, “How to Fuss Fair in the
Family,” which has Ephesians 4 as its text. In that lesson, he stresses
that we need to:

1. Quit lying and start telling the truth (v. 25).
2. Keep current. Do not keep dragging up the past (v. 26).
3. Attack the issue and not the person (v. 29).
4. Act, not just react to the issues (vv. 30-31).8

If there is no room for negotiations, then there will probably be no
discussions. Remember that no one is always right!
Make Sure You Do Not Spend More Than You Make

Year in and year out, finances are the number one reason why
homes break up. Before marriage, it is important to watch the person
you are dating. If a young man or woman cannot handle money before
they get married, what makes you think that getting married will solve
that problem? 
Make Sure You Are On The Same Page
When It Comes To Disciplining Children

The discipline of children is necessary. “He that spareth his rod
hateth his son: but he that loveth him chasteneth him betimes” (Pro.
13:24). “Chasten thy son while there is hope, and let not thy soul spare
for his crying” (Pro. 19:18). “Foolishness is bound in the heart of a
child; but the rod of correction shall drive it far from him” (Pro. 22:15).
“Withhold not correction from the child: for if thou beatest him with
the rod, he shall not die” (Pro. 23:13). Many homes have been
destroyed because parents did not discuss discipline before having
children. Do yourself a favor. Choose the discipline you are going to
use prior to having children. Set limits and be consistent. You and your



164 Satan’s Attack on the Home

children will be happier if they know they have limits. Undisciplined
children have a tendency to make a home miserable. If parents are not
careful they will find themselves in a struggle over the way their
children are disciplined. Do not let Satan use someone as wonderful as
your children to break up what could have been a happy home.
Watch Out For Outside Interference In Your Home

“Outside Interference” here is code for “in-laws.” I love my parents
and my wife’s parents, but they do not run our home. A suggestion
from anyone is welcomed, but I will not let it go beyond being a
suggestion. This is why we are told to leave and cleave. Probably, the
best advice I can give in regard to in-laws is: “Let your mate deal with
their family and you be supportive of what he/she decides.” This will
solve many problems before they even get started. Do not ever speak
ill of your mate’s family. It might be okay for them to express their
feelings, but you had better keep your feelings to yourself. The old
expression, “Blood is thicker than water,” is true. Be careful what you
say.

CONCLUSION
I hope the matters discussed here will be of value to us as we give

due consideration to our homes. Remember, Satan is “a roaring lion,
walketh about, seeking whom he may devour” (1 Pet. 5:8). He will
devour our homes if we are not careful.

ENDNOTES
1 All Scripture references are taken from the King James Version unless
otherwise noted.
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Inc., 1994), 11.
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